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Motivation for consortium agreement 

 a legally binding document between the 
project partners. 

 can reduce operational/legal difficulties. 
 Constructing a CA makes parties think 

about implications and consequences 
 Expectations: input and output 
 Responsibilities: operational, technical and 

financial  
 IP issues 



Why have a consortium agreement? 

 Decision making process 
 

 Financial Management issues 
 payments  
 Transfers 

 

 IPRs 



CA in relation of the Rules for Participation 
and the Grant Agreement 

The CA can contain contractual provisions complementing the 
grant agreement where required  

 but they should not contradict or negate those obligations. 

 

 

Unless the call for proposals stipulates that a CA is not 
required, the CA should in principle be 

 negotiated and signed before starting the project.  

 The Grant Agreement foresees that the participants are 
deemed to have concluded a consortium agreement. 
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Consortium Agreement 

 Is obligatory in FP7 

 Must be signed by ALL partners 

 Commission is not involved at this stage 

 May have different dates than Grant agreement 

 Must treat all partner equally 

 No partner can expect ‘special treatment’ 
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https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/fp7_documen

tation 



ftp://ftp.cordis.europa.eu/pub/fp7/docs/fp7-consortium-agreement-checklist-2011v2_en.pdf





http://www.desca-fp7.eu/latest-version-of-desca/desca-





Are there projects without a CA ? 

 Problem for coordinator and partners 



IPR clauses 

 ‘Background’ IPRs 
 Specification & descriptions of background IP and 

arrangements for its use during the project 

 Foreground IPR 
 Allocation and exercise of ownership in 

foreground IP, including joint ownership; 
agreement on its use during and afterwards. 

 For joint ownership, designation of a lead 
institution to deal with it on behalf of the other 
parties. 

 Exploitation of IP produced by the consortium for 
the benefit of all parties.  



Some important advice 

 Start early in the project development process to 
think about IPR issues 

 DON’T simply copy someone else’s CA 
 Your CA should address your project’s issues  

 DON’T make assumptions about other project 
partners’ capabilities, attitudes, and 
understandings – ask them! 

 
 Make it as simple as possible 
 Be aware: the EC grant agreement has first legal 

priority 



Case: Mutagenic Textiles 

 2 RTD organisations (companies) 

 Testing of waste water 

 Replacement strategies for mutagenic dyes 

 

 7 SME all over Europe, textile dyers 

 

 Testing waste water for mutagenic reactions, Identification 
of the responsible dyes, strategies for replacing them 

 

 CA:  

15 



Case: new manufacturing process 

 SME (after 2 years in project): I dont receive the process 
that I was promised  
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